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Nature Watch Group (NWG) (Queen Thorne)
Meeting of Trustees

Minutes : 14th February 2025

Location: By the Ford

Time: 11am

Attending: Kim Creswell (chair), Emma Etherington NATURE WATCH
(treasurer) and Rowan Duffy (administration and
membership).

REG. CHARITY NO. 1204564

“To promote the conservation, protection and improvement of the physical and
natural environment in the parish of Queen Thorne in particular, but not exclusively,
by undertaking research into the environment and its’ biodiversity, and
disseminating the results for the benefit of the public.”

Welcome Back:

Chairperson, Kim, warmly welcomes the return of trustees, after a much needed
and prolonged rest and significant changes of life-circumstances all round.
Congratulations to Rowan and family on the birth of Dylan, and congratulations to
Emma for the new works role of Horticulture practitioner.

Change of government and NWG:

Central government still appear to be dragging their heels and not taking the
climate and biodiversity emergency seriously enough. Trustees agree that early
signs show that grass roots, such as NWG, are of vital importance in the change
which needs to happen.

West Dorset now has MP Morello (Lib-Dem), who appears to be much more active,
and sympathetic to concerns regarding climate and biodiversity emergency than
the previous MP Loder (Cons).

NWG Structure report:



Kim
Minutes


2/4

Kim completed the required Charities Commission Annual Audit, and registered
NWG on the HMRC Government Gateway website. This is where Gift Aid details
can be found. ACTION: CHECK STATUS OF GIFT AID

Banking: NWG balance ACTION:EMMA TO SEND MOST RECENT STATEMENT
TO NWG EMAIL.

Authorisation for rebate to member CG for Photometer vial. and trustees to start
expenses forms... we have all been subsidising the group but none of us are in a
position to do that. Chair encourages trustees to submit expenses forms.

MEMBERS:

It is clear that the more active members we have the more the NWG can do.

1/ Newsletter for existing members... important to let members know that NWG is
still here, even though we’ve been away and to thank them for their continuing
support. No membership fees have been collected this year ACTION: ROWAN TO
REDO FORM TO INCLUDE GIFT AID PERMISSION.

Newsletter had been started but was on pause.

ACTION: KIM TO TIDY DRAFT- ON MAILCHIMP

Trustees agree to disseminate newsletter and follow with membership renewal
form.

2/ Gain more members: Trustees agree that willingness to get involved is limited
locally. NWG was extremely disappointed that the Sandford Orcas village fete
committee refused NWG the opportunity to fund raise at the 2024 village fete, they
insisted that all funds raised would go to the CofE church roof. Available NWG
trustees decided to boycott the event until it becomes community inclusive. NWG
trustees hope that future events will allow NWG to raise its local profile and attract
more volunteers.

Trustees are pleased that NWG is structured to be an ‘umbrella’ charity which can
empower other local communities to take action, while using our established,
legally recognised structure and funding channels, as long as their aims and acts
are consistent with the constitution and rules laid out by NWG. Kim and Emma met
with a group of people in Sherborne who are looking to set up Sherborne Wild
ACTION: KIM TO REQUEST ALL UPDATES GO DIRECTLY TO NWG EMAIL
ADDRESS

NWG Working Groups:
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Kick testing: Memebrs H and A tested sites one and two last summer and
submitted the results to Riverfly and to Kim for NWG.
ACTION: KIM TO CONTACT A and H RE TESTING IN 2025

Photometer: Testing has not happened this summer, due to clashing
commitments and lack of dedicated equipment space. Kim now has the
equipment back at ‘By the Ford’ and is to create permanent space for it in the
dispensary, when the dispensary has electric supply. However, the council
maintained lane to NWG HQ has not been maintained for 4/5 years which is
severely restricting access. Chief tester, member CG, is currently, understandably
reluctant to drive up the lane. Kim has been complaining to the DCC for over one
year now but they are failing to take remedial action. Photometer testing will
resume as soon as possible. Kim provided current results to the QTPC on request

Lark survey: Following the incredibly saddening, and avoidable, loss of larks
around Moorway Lane/ Middle Field lane, since 2020, trustees feel it is important
to identify nesting sites this year and take steps to protect them.

ACTION: Kim to speak to villagers to identify traditional nesting points in advance
of the nesting season, with a view to protecting them.

BSV Hunt activity:
NWG stands firmly against the illegal practice of hunting with hounds and is aware

that the BSV hunt use ‘trail hunting’ as a smoke screen to cover their illegal, cruel
and dangerous activities. We applaud the Hunt Sabateurs Association (HSA) for
their non-violent monitoring of the BSV hunt, and saving of animal lives, at
considerable risk to themselves. NWG is pleased to hear the current labour
government intends to ban ‘trail hunting’ and strengthen the ban on hunting. NWG
will undertake research, and add voice to those calling for increased punitive
measures to those committing wildlife crime.

ACTION: Trustees to reach out to people affected by hunt activity for statements
and other evidence.

Dissemination of findings:

NWG must begin to start correlating results in order to present the research
undertaken.

ACTION: KIM TO SEND EXISTING RESULTS TO ROWAN

Other business:
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Badger cull
The current government has accepted that the badger cull is flawed and is not

significantly improving levels of Bovine Tb. Despite this recognition the cull is due
to restart in June 2025. Wild Justice are currently in the process of taking the
relevant government department to court for failing to follow their own scientific
advice.

Conflict of interest

Chair Kim Creswell brings concerns to the group that as she has been publicly
supporting The Mitre Inn in Sandford Orcas, owned by Apex Brewery, by holding
her book launch there, singing there in her folk duo, and providing a willow
sculpture as a garden feature. As on 13th Feb 2025, The Mitre Inn unexpectedly
and publicly hosted the organisation ‘Blackmore Vale and Sparkford Hunt’, an
organisation who have been recognised as violent wildlife criminals and continue
to disregard the 2004 hunting ban, does this association present a conflict of
interest in her role of Chair of NWG? Trustees reassure Kim that none of us knew
that The Mitre would begin to host the BSV hunt under the new ownership of the
Apex Brewery. Trustees agree that NWG can not be seen to be supporting a
business which supports the BSV hunt. Kim has assured the trustees that she will
distance herself from any business who supports the BSV hunt and will be making
public statements to this effect as she feels she has received repetitional damage
by association.

Meeting closed 1pm




