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Nature Watch Group (NWG) (Queen Thorne)
Extra-ordinary Meeting of Trustees

To Discuss Actions pertaining to BSV Hunting
activity and affect on environment and
biodiversity.

Location: NATURE WATCH
Time: UEEN THORNE GROUS
REG. CHARITY NO. 1204564
Attending: Kim Creswell (chair), Emma Etherington

(treasurer) and Rowan Duffy (administration and

membership).

“To promote the conservation, protection and improvement of the physical
and natural environment in the parish of Queen Thorne in particular, but not
exclusively, by undertaking research into the environment and its’
biodiversity, and disseminating the results for the benefit of the public.”

From NWG Minutes Feb.2025:

BSV Hunt activity:

NWG stands firmly against the illegal practice of hunting with hounds and is aware
that the BSV hunt use ‘trail hunting’ as a smoke screen to cover their illegal, cruel
and dangerous activities. We applaud the Hunt Sabateurs Association (HSA) for
their non-violent monitoring of the BSV hunt, and saving of animal lives, at
considerable risk to themselves. NWG is pleased to hear the current labour
government intends to ban ‘trail hunting’ and strengthen the ban on hunting. NWG
will undertake research, and add voice to those calling for increased punitive
measures to those committing wildlife crime.

ACTION: Trustees to reach out to people affected by hunt activity for statements
and other evidence.

Proposed stratagem:

End goal:
PC Mark Jones and PC Tim ?, Sherborne rural division, have offered to support a

meeting raising the concerns of and affect upon local people when faced with BSV
hunt activity. PC Jones guaranteed the attendance of Dorset Police Constable.
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Kim is also in dialogue with MP Morello (Lib.Dem. West Dorset) and thinks it is
likely that he will attend. Worth noting that the BSV typically operate on both sides
of the Dorset and Somerset border, so we should include counterparts in the Avon
and Somerset Police and MP Dyke (Somerton and Glastonbury/South Somerset).
PC Jones has proposed using the Digby Hall next to Sherborne Police Station and
will provide police attendance to ensure safety of attendants. Kim suggests it is a
ticket only event - tickets being free and available via Eventbrite or similar. The
purpose of the meeting will be to effectively disseminate the findings of NWGs
research and by doing so encourage Police and Government agencies to act more
decisively, for example: a) for the police to pro-actively investigate, rather than the
reactive attendance which appears to be failing short of gleaning enough evidence
t ensure convictions for criminal activity, and b) to provide MPs with compelling
evidence which will be helpful in strengthening the hunting ban, closing loopholes
which are currently providing a smoke screen, and increasing punitive measures so
they act as a significant deterrent in the prevention of wildlife crime.

Proposed NWG activity:

Research

« NWG will begin to gather anecdotal evidence from local residents who have
been affected by the hunt in the areas which have been targeted by the BSV hunt
in the season 24/25. Kim has the list of BSV meets for that period. Prospective
respondents will be approached directly (door to door); via the NWG
membership base by e-mail; through local and social media. Submissions may
be made through the NWG website.

+ A research questionnaire should be compiled, which is non-leading and non-
judgemental. Data must be kept in line with data protection laws. Respondents
must be assured that their responses will be anonymous unless they give their
express written permission. The questionnaire can be completed in person,
printed and posted, or submitted on-line via NWG website. The question should
ascertain whether or not the respondent would like to be kept informed, and if so
how (e-mail preferable)

« A flyer type leaflet should be produced to explain the purpose of the research,
the aims of NWG, and contact/follow-up details. This can be handed to potential
respondents. Leaflet should have QR code leading people to on-line
questionnaire.

+ FOI request to Avon and Somerset Police and Dorset Police requesting
information as to the number of calls, 999, 101 and internet reports about BSV
activity/ hunt activity during the 24/25 season, along with nature of complaint,
action taken by police and outcome.
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» Request to Poole Magistrates court regarding the appearance on court of BSV
hunt following the unlawful killing of a fox caught on video and shown on
Channel 4 news in 2024.

+ Gather video footage/ evidence of BSV hunt activity to accompany presentation
disseminating findings of research.

« Liaise with hunt monitors to ascertain activity of BSV: dates, numbers, locations,
events/ outcomes of each hunt meet through the 24/25 season.

Points of interest relevant to the research:

« Witnesses to animal distress (wildlife, pets, livestock)

« Public nuisance: affect on rural rights of ways/ nature reserves/ road network.

« Trespass (including gardens)

« Affect of hunt on publics ability to enjoy the countryside

- Safeguarding issues (especially relating to how children are effected by the
potential withessing of wildlife/pet distress)

+ Any other comments

Schedule of Action:

« Compose questionnaire, approve, put on website. Print hard copies.

« Ensure responses are kept in a secure location and inline with Data Protection
Act.

« Create accompanying flyer, with QR link to on-line form

+ Provide training and safe guarding for those door knocking

+ Schedule door knocking events

+ Media/ social media/ mailchimp call outs

+ Collate information and create report.

« Use report to create presentation

+ Organise hall event and invite respondent while respecting their choice of
anonymity.



