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Meeting with E. Morello MP
12th September 2025 via internet
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NATURE WATCH Kim Creswell (Chairperson Nature Watch Group/ NWG),
; Edward Morello MP (West Dorset)

RFES CHARITY NI Y204K54

KC: NWG a registered ‘micro charity’ instigated due to local residents noticing loss of
biodiversity. The parish of Queen Thorne is set on the side of the Trent Hills, so has spring
sources of many streams which eventually flow in to the Yeo catchment area. Our parish
is predominantly agriculture, so it appears that most of the pollution suffered is due to
agricultural practices, a different scenario from what you might find in a town.

In 2016 a change of farm management practices led to widespread use of glyphosate
based products on areas of farmland not previously treated. This appeared to correlate
with the subsequent catastrophic loss of a previously extensive population of amphibians:
namely frogs, toads and newts, on the neighbouring nature reserve. Research is available
demonstrating the damaging nature of glyphosate products on amphibians (Berger G et al
2013). The research was shared with that farmer, who then agreed not to continue to use
glyphosate products on the field adjacent to the nature reserve. However, the amphibian
population has not yet recovered in that area. There may be other contributing factors to
consider.

In 2020, badger culling began in the area with no consultation with other stake holders.
When the badger cull was introduced in 2007 local diary farmers in Sandford Orcas
informed me that they had never had BTb in their herd, and had plenty of healthy badgers
on their land. Over the next few years, land use of a neighbouring farm changed, bringing
in many cows from other herds. BTb became detectable in local herds. Badgers are a
historic feature of the local natural landscape, much loved by many local residents. From
the start of the cull there have been many questions over it’s legitimacy. One local farming
family, upon being presented with research, agreed to vaccinate badgers rather than cull
them, but requested that their decision remain secret, due to feared backlash from the
farming community.

In 2020 a farmer ploughed up an entire field of thousands of breeding larks. This was
witnessed, filmed, and reported to the police and RSPB, however this wildlife crime was
committed with impunity.

During that time local farmers began widespread mechanical hedge flailing during bird
breeding season (june and july), despite the legal protection offered in recognition of the
massive drop in numbers of farmland birds. Much of this breeding season hedge cutting
was permitted by DEFRA, without any consideration of the impact of breeding birds.

By 2020, it was noted that the stream showing pollution events in 2011 was now
displaying a marked loss of aquatic life.
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Post lock-down, the parish council was approached with concerns about loss of local
biodiversity, and while lip service was offered they were not prepared to take action.

Further opinions of local residents were sought and a meeting organised in the village
hall, it was clear that there was widespread concern about and awareness of local
biodiversity loss, in particular poor stream health and lack of bird song. There was a good
turn out and the aim was inclusivity but sadly a contingent of the farming community
came with intent of disruption, seeing it as a personal attack, and in denial of potential
impacts of some farming practices. Off the back of that meeting it became apparent that
the first step would be to provide indisputable evidence that biodiversity loss is a problem
present in our back yard.

The initial meeting led to the formation of Queen Thorne Nature Watch Group and we
began to arrange training and equipment for the testing of local water sources. Funding
was required and we quickly received donations of hundreds of pounds towards
equipment from private individuals. The parish council stipulated that funding would only
be granted by them if the group was an officially registered charity, so the group
researched options and began the process of becoming a legally recognised Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (CIO). Nature Watch Group gained legal recognition in 2023,
and then purchased the Photometer testing machine to compliment the citizens science
research being carried out.

We began with a membership of 28, with three active trustees, but because we are such a
micro charity, and because we don’t have many active members and volunteers, we have
had to dwindle ourselves in order to keep going, so we don’t keep up with membership
as we don’t have the admin time. Our remit is to research issues which are pertinent to
our area and disseminate the results for public benefit, with the hope that those findings
will be useful in informing good decision making.

Issues we have been looking at have included; hedge cutting and buffer strips, regulation
and protection; lark survey; amphibian population; run-off stream pollution; and lack of
support from Environment Agency at water source points.

The badger cull, which is still continuing despite acknowledgment of flawed science of
cull, has created a gulf between the farming and non-farming community.

The impact of trail hunting, which is currently in autumn hunt season (cubbing). The
Government had said they were going to look at trail hunting, but that seems to have
slipped away. Do you know of any news on that?

EM: It would surprise me if it is in the King’s speech, the bottom line is we haven’t heard
anything out of central government which would suggest it’s going to be in the next
parliament. We’ve got another 5 weeks of parliament sitting before we have the official
opening again at which point we’ll hear the political agenda for the next 12 months, but at
the moment I’m not hearing anything to say it would be in the Kings’ speech.

KC: Another thing that our members worked on was Ash Die back, there seemed to be a
bit of a free for all of people cutting down the ash trees with out guidance, so in many
places ash have been clear felled, which has created a problem because of their
ecological importance. One of our members, Dr Mitchell, provided NWG with information
to disseminate and the report was disseminated to parish councils for guidance. There is
now evidence that Ash trees are beginning to develop a genetic variation which enables
resistance
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EM: So you have to keep a generation of the trees to maintain that resistance, so if you
burn everything down you risk die back just reappearing. That’s an interesting thing,
please send me the paper.

KC: The reason | requested a meeting with you today was to explain what we are doing.
Despite the rhetoric from central government, it doesn’t feel like it’s filtering out to support
for wildlife in the country. It feels like there isn’t enough regulation to protect nature.

EM: | think the issue isn’t regulation, but enforcement. We have an Environment Agency
which has been [signal failed] over the last 10 years, and it will hold its hands up and say
we have no capacity to do the level of monitoring and enforcement that we need to be
able to do in order to dissuade bad actors. We’ve got them withdrawing from river
clearance and dredging rivers because they don’t have the money to do it and their
basically saying you’re going to flood. They don’t have the ability to do the monitoring of
run off from farms and even when they do issue enforcement notice they don’t have the
resources to go back to see if anything has changed, so bad actors do know that they
can just ignore that most of the time and get away with it.

If you look, for example, at the recent report from the Independent Waterways
commission, slightly different, looking at the water companies themselves, if you look at
the recommendations most of it is about funding to enable regulators carry out
enforcement. For most of these things the regulation is there but you don’t have the
enforcement, you don’t have the ability to use those powers as sufficient enough
deterrent. You need to flood the Environment Agency(EA) with enough funds to actually
do the job which we are asking it to do. So that’s what we, as Liberal Democrat
politicians, spend a lot of our time talking to the Government about... what are you going
to do to give the EA the resources they need in terms of powers, if you get rid of OFFWAT,
who’s going to have the powers to fine those who are polluting the river? Historically we
had OFFWAT and the EA, we had EA responsible for monitoring and enforcing, and
OFFWAT responsible for issuing fines, but they’re not talking to each other. So we get rid
of OFFWAT but who’s got the power now, will it be the EA or will you set up a separate
water enforcement regionally, but still a problem with the EA as it has to do the monitoring
but it doesn’t have the powers or resources to do the monitoring how can there be an
evidence base to issue the fines from? I’m rather loathe to legislation everything, but can
we give the EA the resources it needs to use the powers it’s got to go after these people
and then look back and if they don’t have the powers what additional powers do they
need, so that’s where our focus is on at the moment.

And please do let me know about anything else that you’re doing, if there’s anything in
particular that | can help with please do let me know. I’'m here to help.

KC: | wanted to introduce the group, so that when we do you know who we are. Thank
you very much! Bye.

[End of meeting]
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